
Pastor Mark Mikels                -                   March 29, 2015 
“PERSEVERANCE THROUGH THE MIXED BAG OF LIFE” 

(‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrews 11:32-39; & verse 13) 

 

Intro … 

I begin this message today by quoting the Great American Philosopher,  

Forrest Gump, who was himself merely passing along the insights of his 

incredibly wise and observant mother when he shared (in the movie that  

bears his name) what I am calling … 

 

TODAY’S KEY INSIGHT … 

“LIFE is like a BOX of CHOCOLATES.” 

 

Anyone experienced with life at all knows exactly what he/she meant. 

I remember as a kid us getting from time to time just such a box of confections. 

My mom would open it up and each of us kids would get to choose one –  

just one …  

 

They all looked pretty much alike … small brown morsels sitting teasingly under 

that white paper cover. But we all knew that they were only alike on the 

outside. Their insides were vastly different – I was always afraid that I would 

choose the dreaded coconut one or nearly as bad the orange-filled one.   

The point is, you never really knew what you were going to get. 

 

Life itself is like that … You never know what you are going to get – you never 

know what’s going to be coming your way. 
 

Christians, even those possessing ‘High Octane Faith’, have no more  

certainly about tomorrow than do the unbelievers in the world …  

Life is ‘like a box of chocolates’ for all of us. 
 

The slightest glance at Today’s Lab Notes certainly reveals that to be  

the case. Check it out … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … (Hebrews 11:32-35a) 
 

“And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson,  

Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,  

quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword;  

whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful  

in battle and routed foreign armies.  
 

Women received back their dead, raised to life again.”  
 



Many there are who would wish and who even act as though this passage 

ends right here … proclaiming the glorious message “faith conquers all – faith 

overcomes all!”  My box of chocolates contains only my favorite flavors! 

 

The only relevant question is …  

‘Do I have enough faith to live this overcoming, triumphant life?’ 

 

The only logical conclusion is …  

“If I don’t experience this overcoming, triumphant life, then it must be  

because my faith is deficient – simply too weak to win.” 

 

That, my friend, is a most unbiblical perspective … the writer of Hebrews 

knew nothing of that kind of life. He knew that the history of God’s Family of 

Faith contained no such one-sided record. Listen as he continues on … 

 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES CONTINUED … (Hebrews 11:35b-39) 
 

(However) … “Others were tortured and refused to be released,  

so that they might gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers  

and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.  
 

They were stoned; they were sawn in two; they were put to death by  

the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,  

persecuted and ill-treated — the world was not worthy of them.  

They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes  

in the ground. These were all commended for their faith …” 
 

 

Indeed, though some of these people of faith triumphed gloriously and 

became known as ‘Heroes of Faith’ just as many ‘others’ suffered terribly  

and were no doubt viewed by many of their contemporaries as ‘Victims  

of faith’ as in … 
 

“Is that all your God can do – Is that all that faith amounts to?” 

 

Some lived during the days when God was exalting the nation and using  

the nation to display His Authority and Majesty. Others lived during the  

days when God was disciplining the nation and allowing unbelievers  

to triumph over them. Still others lived in days when their enemies were 

members of their own nation – when they wondered if they were  

the only ones who had not lost faith. 

 



Over the centuries, life had indeed been like that ‘Box of Chocolates’ for the 

‘people of faith’ within the Israelite Nation -  but regardless of the outward 

circumstances of their lives, I want you to note that … 

 

These who suffered terribly, right along with the others who triumphed 

gloriously, were ‘commended’ for their faith – not condemned for any  

lack of faith.  

 

You see, the truth is … Though Faith sometimes leads us into triumph –  

faith at other times escorts us through tragedy. The varied outcomes  

for these men and women of faith were not determined by the varied  

strength of their faith - they were all fueled by ‘High-Octane Faith’ …  

That’s why they were all commended. 

 

Note now the observation the Master Himself made as he concluded  

this section of His Lab Notes … 

 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES CONCLUDED … (Hebrews 11:13) 
 

“All these people were still living by faith when they died.” 
 

 

Could say they ‘persevered through the mixed bag that is earthly life’. 

 

And how were they able to do it? Well, the answer to that question is  

found in Today’s Key Concept … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

‘PERSEVERANCE through the MIXED BAG of LIFE  

arises from ‘High Octane FAITH’ and is the SIXTH  

component of a ‘High Performance CHRISTIAN Life.’ 
 

 

That’s an incredibly impressive component of the ‘High-Performance Life’ 

generated by ‘High Octane Faith’.  

 

Perseverance … what exactly is it? 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY’S KEY DEFINTION … 

 

“PERSEVERANCE”  
 

‘The ability to KEEP on – to PERSIST – to STAND FIRM – 

To resist DESPAIR – to stay TRUE … 
 

To arrive at the END of LIFE with one’s faith INTACT.’ 
 

 

 

To Arrive At The End Of Life With One’s Faith intact (that is) … 

 

To Arrive At The End Of One’s Life: 

 

* ‘Firmly Believing In The Creative Power Of The Almighty’ (and) 

 

* ‘Eagerly Bowing Before Him In Submissive Worship’ (and) 

 

* ‘Consciously Walking With Him Day By Day (and) 

 

* ‘Possessing Absolute Devotion To Him. 

 

That’s indeed ‘High Performance Perseverance’. 

 

And here’s the bottom line – It can be done! 

 

 

* THE SAINTS OF OLD DID IT … 
 

“All these people were living by faith when they died” 

(Hebrews 11:13) 

 

We could go back and review that list once again and see just what kinds of 

things these ‘Saints of Old’ endured … We could crack open our Bibles and 

see if we can put a name beside each of those terrible tribulations. 
 

But the truth is most of them, like the Unknown Soldier buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery, are known only to the ONE who has counted  

them worthy of Commendation.  
 

But rest assured this reference in God’s Eternal Word has been given  

so that we might be sure that such perseverance is not only possible  

but that it has  in fact been demonstrated.  

 



As we enter today into what his known around the world as ‘Holy Week’, 

we are reminded that … 
 

* JESUS HIMSELF DID IT … 
 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

(Luke 23:46) 
 

This is one of the greatest statements of faith recorded in the Scripture.  

This is a statement of trust made by one who just moments before  

had cried out those agonizing words of a soul in utter torment …  
 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

These words (Father, into your hands I commit my spirit), however, were words 

uttered by one whose Faith was not only in the Person of God but also in  

the Plan of God and in the Promises of God. These were confident  

words spoken by one who had just declared … 
 

‘It is Finished.’ 
 

The necessary sacrifice had been made – the terrible price had been paid – 

the awful suffering endured – the desired salvation for mankind had been 

obtained and now the Son of Man – the Greatest Example of Persevering  

Faith ever seen – confidently commits His Spirit to His Father’s Care.  
 

Indeed, Jesus did it … He came to the end of his life with his faith intact! 

 

Note now as we continue on through the Biblical Record that … 
 

* THE APOSTLE PAUL DID IT … 
 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) 
 

Paul reached regularly into that ‘Box of Chocolates’ – He lived on both sides  

of the Hebrews record … He enjoyed numerous triumphs and he suffered 

many torments.  
 

As he wrote to the Philippian Believers he knew what it was to live in times of 

plenty and he knew what it was to live in times of want.  
 

As he itemized for the Corinthian Believers, he suffered more than any of his 

contemporaries and yet here in his final words to Timothy, Paul testifies that he, 

(like the saints of old and like Jesus, Himself), had persevered to the end …  

He had come to the end of his life with his faith intact. 
 

And now fast-forwarding through the centuries let me say hopefully truthfully 

that … 
 

 



* PEOPLE WE HAVE KNOWN HAVE DONE IT … 
 

“Pastor Mark, I want you to KNOW that all of this  

has not AFFECTED my FAITH one bit.” 
 

Those are words that were spoken to me by Ron Carlson, the first convert  

of this ministry – a man whose life was dramatically altered by the Salvation  

he received – a man who served the people of this congregation in  

numerous ways. 
 

These words were spoken by a man whose apartment had been infiltrated  

by odorless, tasteless, colorless, mind-destroying, life-threatening carbon 

monoxide gas.  

 

These words were spoken by a man in an intensive care unit who had to 

remove an oxygen mask to make sure I heard them clearly.  

 

Here’s what I said at his Memorial Service … 
 

In the final conversation I had with Ron – just days before his body suffered the final 

shock that put him on a respirator in a mostly unconscious state – he related to me all 

the things that had happened to him physically in the previous weeks and the amount 

of trauma that his body had suffered (sometimes even at the hands of those who were 

supposed to be providing care for him). 

He talked for perhaps 30-40 minutes, recounting what most of us would consider to be 

an unbelievable “tale of woe” ... But when he got done and the whole story was told 

(at a considerable expense of energy), he looked at me and said, 

“But, Pastor Mark, I want you to know,                                                                             

none of this has affected my faith one bit.” 

We prayed together and committed his life to the Lord’s care.  He told me how much 

that meant to him and I said good-bye, not knowing that it really was the last time   

we would talk together. 

Ron Carlson arrived at the end of life with his faith intact and to his name          
I could add many, many more of our Sonlife Family who over the past             

20 years have done the same.  

Here I could borrow a phrase from the writer of Hebrews and say: 

‘Time would fail me to tell of each of them: of Wilma and George/ of Dorothy/ of Lee/  

of Ken and Doris/ of Roy and Virginia/ of Millie/ of Del/ of Jim/ of Bill/ of Cathy/ of Bea/  

of Judy/ of Barbara/ of Ann and Eugene … In our presence, each of these came           

to the End of Life with their faith wonderfully intact! 

Hopefully, each of you has known someone whose life displayed such 

perseverance and whose testimony of faith inspires you and encourages you 

to ‘follow in their steps’. 

And I say that because … 



* WE ARE CALLED UPON TO DO IT … 
 

“… pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

 Fight the good fight of the faith … keep this command without spot or  

blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ …” 

(1Timothy 6:12, 14) 
 

That’s what the Apostle Paul, who would himself demonstrate such 

perseverance in the faith, wrote to his young protégé, Timothy … 
 

“Keep this command … until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

That directive comes to us all …  
 

We are to Persevere in our faith – We are to live out in our generation  

what has been lived out in the generations that have preceded us … 

 

Today’s Key Question is simply this … “WILL WE?” 

 

TODAY’S KEY QUESTION … 
 

Will we FOLLOW in the FOOTSTEPS Of THOSE who have gone BEFORE? 
 

  

There are two common ways to respond to a question like that: 
 

‘FEAR’ (I’m afraid I can’t and I won’t) and  

‘RESOLVE’ (I will if it kills me) 
 

By now I hope that none of us ‘faithers’ are still susceptible to either of those 

responses for here is Today’s Key Revelation – a revelation that should be  

no surprise to anyone who had gotten this far in our understanding of the 

‘Faith-Fueled Life” – a revelation that clearly answers the question. 
 

So let me phrase the question once again … 
 

Will we follow in the footsteps of those ‘faithers’ who have gone before? 
 

TODAY’S KEY REVELATION … 
 

We WILL … as our FAITH remains STRONG within us! 
 

 

Faith is the Key … High Octane Faith is our Fuel … 

It keeps us going and going – right to the very end of life. 
 

I invite you to embrace the truth of today’s final thot … 
 

Final Thot …          

PEOPLE of Faith PERSEVERE – SIMPLE as that. 

They STICK with CHRIST through all the MIXED BAG that is EARTHLY Life! 

YIELD yourself yet again to Him. 
 


